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Leatherback Dermochelys coriacea 

•  Specialized gelatinous diet 
•  Primarily water column feeders 
•  Heat conserving adaptations 
•  Mammalian-like bone growth 
•  Deep diving capability (>1000m) 
•  NE US: late spring, summer & fall 
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Opportunistic Data Sets 

•  Strandings 
•  Sightings 
•  Entanglements  
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Collaborative Research 

•  Baseline health assessment (NEAq) 
•  Sea turtle entanglements (PCCS) 
•  3D movements during inter-nesting interval, St. Croix, 

USVI (Univ. of Wales Swansea and WIMARCS) 
•  Gelatinous zooplankton surveys (WHOI) 
•  South Atlantic Bight tagging (Georgia DNR) 
•  Thermal and energetics modeling (UNC Wilmington) 
•  Future: 3D movements and oceanographic sampling in 

New England forage grounds, MA (MA DMF, Univ. of 
Wales Swansea, and WHOI) 
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