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Leatherback Dermochelys coriacea

e Specialized gelatinous diet

¢ Primarily water column feeders

e Heat conserving adaptations

¢ Mammalian-like bone growth

e Deep diving capability (>1000m)
e NE US: late spring, summer & fall
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portunistic Data Sets

e Strandings
e Sightings
e Entanglements

Photo: Kara Dodge:

Photo: New England Aquarium

Photo: Wayne Davis




- ,
PENTANGLEMENTDATIA™ =

All D_—; a Presented is from 2002 — 2007

_T el foIIowmg entanglement data has been
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= Collected by STSSN and STDN
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- organizations and submitted to NMFS.

Please do not reproduce any of this data without
permission.
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W06 Confirmed Events™ ™

& Condition: 75 Alive '
21 Dead

Species: 87 Leatherback
8 Loggerhead
1 Green
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SDiSposition of Animgls™
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& 75 Live Sea Turtles
Rartially-or Fully’ Disentangled: 72

Turtle Shed Gear: 1

21 Dead Sea Turtles
Floating and/or Anchored: 12
Stranded on Shore with Gear: 9
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EEafpldentified by NMES & Par-tﬂers...—
(Of the 967 eoeniirmed Events)

21 [Lobster pot gear
13 Whelk pot gear
2. Crab pot gear
5 Sea Bass pot gear
1 Research pot
Total = 42 events
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aPreliminan/*2008sdata

ZPREpPOorts Tiotal (14 Dc & 8 unknown sp.)
E 3 confirmed, 1 unconfirmed
'MA /. confirmed, 2 unconfirmed

= 5’. —

== ; RI'= 1 confirmed, 2 unconfirmed
® NY = 3 confirmed
® \/A = 3 unconfirmed
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Silig|ertiaps, trawls, gear impingement
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ESSUIE NECHOSIS INjuries — “minor”
Sitai@gIEments may be misleading
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....--rmiement Risk*"Reductiony

= Gear'Modifications:

SVEERAinks etc. (tension/force)
SSiiking ground line '

- Biodegradable materials
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SEntanglement Risk'Reductiong
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~ Managermment MeasUres

2Seasonal closures in key areas?
N GEear-type restrictions?
& effort reduction (e.g. ban on
singles in high use areas)




EMglement RiSK"Reductiony
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& Qutstanding QUEStIoNS

Mgcr}- for entanglement unknown
- Tugils behawor when encountering gear
_~ Clek)f densities in shelf waters
~=Rate of sea turtle entanglement
~ (Unreported/undetected)
= Population-level impact of line entanglements




itdnglement Risk“Reductiony
= Current RFEltLre RESEArC
° J,)J‘ Seasonallsea turtle distrbution’ &
dPUREance for northeast shelf!

? 3@' turtle WENAVIOr studies (Ssatelliterand

= IEValttagging) = high use areas,
ﬂ*:-’enwronmental correlations, dive behavior

~+ Prey dynamics
* Predictive habitat models
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tle entanglements (PCCS)

ements during inter-nesting interval, St. Croix,
’ Umv of Wales Swansea and WIMARCS)

= Gelatinous zooplankton surveys (WHOI)

—— ""AQ' —

,1 South Atlantic Bight tagging (Georgia DNR)
e Thermal and energetics modeling (UNC Wilmington)

e Future: 3D movements and oceanographic sampling in
New England forage grounds, MA (MA DMF, Univ. of
Wales Swansea, and WHOI)
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